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the Altai Mountains over the Kirghiz Steppe.
Their movements were rapid, but unplanned.
They crossed the Volga and Dniepr, sacked
Kiev and burned Cracow, defeated the
Germans in Silesia and, on their return,
overthrew the caliphate of Bagdad. But
the Tartars were unable to follow up their
victories, and dropped the fruit as soon as
they had plucked it.1

A kindred tribe were the Mongolians.
Since time immemorial they had been
wandering like troops of gipsies over the
mountain-encircled deserts between China
and Siberia, and now immense numbers
followed in the track of the Tartars. About
A.D. 1400, the Tartars and Mongolians were
united in Samarkand into one huge army
by Timur, who called himself Chieftain of
the Moguls. The wild Mogul host burst like
a hurricane over Persia, then pressed east-
ward, and pitched their tents in the valleys
of Hindustan. Timur captured Delhi, which

1 The Afghan Highlanders and other islamised tribes
call their ruling princes Amirs or Emirs, but north and
south of Afghanistan, the Amirs are generally styled
Khans by their Mohammedan subjects. Amir (com-
mander) and admiral (naval commander) are Arabic
terms. Khan is a Tartar word, and was originally a title
of respect given by the Altaic clansmen to their elders.